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THE Reverend and worthy Author of theſe ſhort aud 
ſcriptural diſcuſſions, is well known in the Church of Chriſt, 
and is a pleaſing inſtance of e accompliſhment of that de- 

' lightful- promiſe given as a divine cordial to the drooping 
ſpirits of aged ſaints, when heart and fleſh faint and fail, 
Pal. xcü. 14. © they ſhall {till bring forth fruit in old , 

cc age? 


T H 
GOOD OLD WAY 


- SOUGHT OUT AND DEFENDED.' 
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QUESTION hb - 
F it was, or is the duty of a nation or nations, to enter in- 
to a covenant of gratitude with God in Chriſt, ground - 
ed upon his covenant of grace? We anſwer in the affirma- 
tive ; and for proge we quote, 1ſt, that paffage recorded 
Pfal. Ixxvi. 11. „ Vow and pay unto the Lord your God; 
« Jet all that be round about him bring preſents unto him 
« that ought to be feared.” « Vow and pay,“ i. e. take an 
oath of allegiance to him, and make conſcience of keeping 
it. 'The covenant of grace in the ſubſtance of it, was pub- 
Fiſhed from mount Sinai, Exod. xx. 1, 2. “ God ſpake alt 
« theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy God.” We can- 
not vow aright, let: we act faith upon the revelation he ' 
hath made of himſelf as the Lord our God. Let us vow © 
to be his in conſequence of his being the Lord our God: 
2d. That paſſage recorded Pfal. 1, 5. Gather my ſaints, 
« together unto me, thoſe that have made a covenant with 
« me by facrifice.” Theſe words are the words of God 
ſpoken unto the angels, who are to be miniſters and uſhers 
in this, as we read, Matth. xxiv. 31. God's faints are here 
deſcribed to be ſuch as have made a covenant with him by. 
ſacrifice: Their covenant of duty and gratitude is grounded 
upon- God's covenant of grace, made with Chriſt as the ſex 
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cond Adam, and with the elect in him, as his feed. They 
have made a covenant with him by ſacrifice, i. e. by exer- 
| ciſing faith upon the perſon and atonement» made by the 


blood of Chriſt, who was ſacrificed for us. It is only by 


Chriſt, the great ſacrifice, that we, poor ſinners, can cove- 
nant with God, fo as to be accepted of him, Eph. i 6. 
75 That paſſage recorded Jer vi. 16. Thus ſaith the 
4 Lord, Aſk for the old paths where is the good way, and 
« walk therein.” * Aſk for the old paths,” i. e. the paths 
preſcribed by the written word of God, that true ſtandard 
of antiquity. „ Aſk for the old paths,” in order. to find 
out © the good way,” i. e. the way of the upright, and in 
which they have travelled in former ages, is the good 
« old way: „ And walk therein,” i e. practiſe according- 
ly, keep cloſe to the “ good old way.” Aſk for the paths 
in which the godly travelled before you, in which David 
the king travelled, recorded in Pſal. cxix. 106. I have 
« ſworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righte- 
sous judgments,” not according to the tenor of the cove- 
. nant of works, but according to the tenor of the covenant 
of grace, and into which good old way Nehemiah the 
Tirſhatha, and twenty-two prieſts, and ſeventeen Levites, 
and forty- four of the chief of the people as repreſentatives 
of the congregation, entered and travelled The names of 
"theſe who ſet their hands and ſeals to this covenant, are 
mentioned verſe 1, 27. and an account of thoſe who ſigni- 
fied their conſent and concurrence, is recorded verſe 28. 
29. In the 29th verfe, it is ſaid they clave to their brethren, 
the nobles, and entered into a curfe and into an oath, to 


walk in God's law, &c, As the nobles confirmed the cove- 


nant with their hands and ſeals, ſo the people with a curſe 
and an oath, ſolemnly appealing to Cod concerning their 
fincerity, and imprecating his juſt revenge if they dealt 
deceitfully. | 

Ath. That paſſage recorded Iſa xix. 18. © In that day,” 
i. e in the day of the Meſſiah, the goſpel day, the New 
Teſtament day, © ſhall five cities in the land of Egypt ſpeak 
« the language of Canaan, and fwear to the Lord of hoſts : 
&« one hall called the city of deſtruction.” "the lan- 
guage of Canaan is ſcripture language, and ſcripture lan- 


- guage is language about Chriſt ; the ſcriptures teitity of 


him. Converting grace, by changing the hearts of men, 
changeth their language; “ for out of the abundance of, 
e the heart the mouth ſpeaketh,” And “ in that day, ESG 
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, cities in the land of Egypt ſhall ſwear to the Lord of. 


ic hoſts; and one ſhall be called the city of deſtruction:“ 
i. e. every five cities in the land of Egypt ſhall, with a ſo- 
lemn oath, embrace the Chriſtian religion; and the fixth ci- 
ty ſhall reject it, and ſo be called the city of deſtruction: 
For, as in Mark xvi. 16. „he that believeth and is bap- 
« tiſed ſhall be ſaved, but he that beheveth not hall 

« danined.” In the 21ſt verſe of that xixth chapter, it is 
ſaid, ( in that day the Lord ſhall be known to Egypt. and 
« the Egyptians thall know the Lord; yea, they mall vow 


« a row unto; the Lord, and perform it.“ And in that 


day, Micah ſays, chap. iv. 2. Many nations ſhall come 
and ſay, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 


|. Lord,” &c. ' \f 21 TS” - > 
QUESTION. u. IE; 


Ir a covenant of duty or of gratitude, grounded upon 
God's covenant of grace, which a nation or nations in their 
anceſtors, hach entered into with Gad in Chriſt, be binding 


upon polterity ? or whether the national covenant of Scot- 


land, and the ſolemn league and coveuant of the thræs king- 


doms be binding on us? x 

Unto this we anſwer in the affirmative, and in proof of 
the athrmative we quote Deut. xxir. 14, 15. To the chil 
dren of Iſrael the Lord their God ſays, © Neither with you, 
« only do I, make this covenant and this oath, but with am 
that ſtandeth here with us this day before the Lord our, 
God, and alſo with him that is nat here with us this day,” 
i. e. theſe that were detained at home cither by fickxnels or, 
neceſſary buſineſs, are included, and muſt not think them- 


_ ſelves diſengaged : No, every Iſraelite ſhares in the common 


bleſſings; they that tarry at home divide, the ſpml, and 
therefore every Ifraclite muſt own himſcif bound by the 
conſont of the repreſentative body. Religious national co- 
venants in ſcripture, comprehend abſent as well as preſent, 
and poſterity to come as well as the covenanting foretatiters. 
Now, our ſolemn covenants which our forefathers entered 
into, being a ſuperadded and accumulative obligation, to 
what we were previouſſy bound to by the word of God, 
they cannot but be binding on us their poſterity; 

2 We produce that . paſtzge re.cordes,, Holea xl) chap. 
and 4th verſe. He, viz. Jacob, had payer over the angel aud 
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prevail, he wept and- made ſupplication unto him, he found 
him in Bethel, and there he ſpake with us. The angel 


here is · called God, viz. in the perſon of the Son, who found 


him in Bethel, the firſt time as he went to Padanarum, Gen. 
XXviii. 10. and a ſecond time after his return, Gen. xxxv. 
It is likely this refers to hoth, for in both God ſpake 


to Jacob; and the Prophet might very well ſay, «there he 


te ſpake with us,” who are the poſterity of Jacob, for both 
times that God ſpake at Bethel, he ſpake with him concern- 
ing his poſterity, Gen. xxviii. :4. Thy feed ſhall be as the 


e duſt of the earth,” and Gen. xxxv. 12. 4 This land I will 
« give to thy ſeed.” Thus God covenanted with bim and 


His ſeed after him. 


3- We quote that paſſage recorded, Palm hu. d. 


« When Iſrael came out of Egypt,” he, viz. God, * turned 


« the ſea into dry land before them ;” and when they were 


to enter into Canaan, Jordan was divided before them, and 
they wept through the flood on foot, There did we rejoice 
in him,” 7. e. our anceſtors did, and we in their loins. 
The joys of our anceſtors were our Joys, and we 3 to 
look upon ourſelves as ſharers in them. 

4. For the binding obligation of a covenant upon poſteri- 
ty, ſome quote, Prov. xxxi. 2. King Lemuel's mother ſaid 
to him, „ What my ſon, the fon of my womb, and the fon 


« of my vows.” Our children, that by baptiſm are dedicated 


to God, for whom, and in whoſe name, we covenanted with 
God, may well be called the children of our vows; and we 
may tell them ſo, and that it is at their peril if” they 
break theſe bonds in ſunder, which, in their infancy, they 
were ſolemnly brought up under. It hath been thought a- 
mong preſbyterians, that * vows were binding upon 


children. 


. The covenants binding upen poſterity, may be evinced 
from Gen. I. 25. © Joſeph took an oath of the children of Iſ- 
tc rael ſaying, God ſhall ſurely viſit you, and ye ſhall carry up 
c my bones from hence ;” compared with Exodus xiii. 19. 
4e Moſes took the bones of Joſeph with him : For he had ſtrait- 
« ly ſworn the children of Iſrael, faying, God will ſurely viſit 


« you, and ye ſhall carry up my bones away hence with you.” 


Joſeph preferred a ſignificant burial in Canaan, and that de- 


ferred too, almoſt two hundred years, before a magnificent 
one in Egypt. Moſes conſidered the oaths of their anceſtors, 


as binding on n their * And from this pallage we in- 


fer, that the religious * of our anceſtors are binding on 
x us their poſterity z for, „ though it be but a man's | covenantagy 
« yet if it, &c, Gal. iii. 15. ; * 

6. The covenants binding upon poſterity may be evinced, © 
from Heb. vii. chap. 9 and 10 verſes. % And as I may fo 
| « ſay, 4. . I may ſay in ſome ſenſe, * Levi alſo, whoreceiveth 

« tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the 
« loins of his father, when Melchiſedec met him, Where in 
general, obſerve 1ſt, A propoſition. ad, Obſerve the proof 
of the propoſition. iſt, Obſerve a propoſition laid down in 
theſe terms, Levi alſo who receiveth tithes payed tithes in 
1 „ Abraham.“ Where more particularly obſerve, the ſub- 
| ject of the propoſition © Levi.” Queſtion, How is Levi to be 
taken here? We anſwer, Levi here is not to be taken per- 
ſonally for the perſon of Levi, for Levi himſelf was not a 
L | 1 Prieſt, never peceived tithes of any. Levi here is to be taken 
b collectively for the tribe of Levi. The whole tribe proceed · 
ing from him ſo far as they were intereſted in the prieſt- 
hood ; the prieſthood being conſtituted long after his death, 
in the perſon of Aaron his grandchild; fo then Levi who re- 
ceived tithes, is the ſame with the ſons of Levi who receiv- 
1 ed the prieſthood ; as in verſe 5. of this 75th chap. 2. Ob- 

ö ſerve the predicate of the propoſition, « Levi paid tithes in 
« Abraham,” i. e. by the hands of Abraham, or in the perſon 
of Abraham. When Abraham himſelf gave tithes to Mel- 
chiſedec, he gave not in his own name only, but alſo in the 
name of his whole poſterity ; and ſo in the names of the 
| fons of Levi, who received the office of the prieſthood, - 
Nr whereby was manifeſted the pre-eminence of the prieſthood 

ef Melchiſedec above the prieſthopd of the ſons of Levi. 

2dly, Obſerve the proof of the propoſition 5 For he was 
| « yet in the loins of his father, when Melchiſedec met him.“ 
-1 Queſtion. Where lies the force of this proof ? We anſwer, 
this proof depends upon a double principle, 1ſt, That Abra- 
ham's children were in Abraham's loins before they were 
abe This principle is clear from the light of nature. 
2d, That God eſtabliſhed his covenant with Abraham, and 
with his children in him. This Nr is clear from the 
light of revelation, Gen. xvii. 7, 8. „ I wilFeſtablith my co- 
« venant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee in 
« their generations, to be a God unto thee and to thy ſeed 
&« after thee,” &c, compared with Pſalm cv. 8, 9, 10. 
« He hath remembered his covenant,” which eovenant he 
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made witli Abfaham, c. From theſe two principles, that 
55 was in the loins ot Abraham, not only in reſpect of 


natural generation, but alſo in reſpect of à covenant tranſac- 
tion,” between God aud Abraham; 5 wherefore what Abra- 


Ham as tle repreferitative | did, his children the * N 


dd in him 


In the application of thele verſes, wer may dale iſt; 5 


An objection! 24; Mark the inuſtrath of the covenants. 

uſt. Of works. ad. Of grace. 3d. Of duty. The 
objection is; Was not @hrift himſelf in the loins of 
Abraham, as well as Levi Was, and fo payed tithes in Abra- 
ham as Levi? We atiſwer, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was not 
in the loins of Abraham is Lev? was; "Chriſt was not in 
the loins of Abraham as to his Divine Perfon, but as to his 


human nature; and not as to his human ngturg F ordina- f 


generation, but by extraordinary r Lu 1. 35 
„The Holy Choſt hall come upon” thee}? And not 
being in the loins of Abraham by era 3 he 


Was free from Adam's in, and from paying tithes. Chriſt 


Was the perſon reptefented by Melckit 54 to whom the 
tithes were paid, ind: in whom | Metchiſeder was bleſſed, and 
in whom Arey was bleſſed, for in him all nations of 
the earth ſhall be bleſfe. 

Adly, We mark the illuſtration of the covenints, iſt. By 
this argument, of perſons doing things in the Joins of their 
predeceſſors: We have an illuſtration of the covenant of 


Works, which being made with Adam, not only for himſelf 


but for all his poſterity. When he drake the covenant, they 
all brake it in him; we all ſinned in him, and fell with him 
in his firſt tranſgreſſion. We were in Adam's loins when 
ho-finned, and that guilt which was contracted by the hu- 
man nature, as it was in the perſon of Adam, is « rived to 
the ſame nature, as it is in the perſon of all other men de- 
ſcending from him, by ordinary generation, Rom v. 12. 
The guilt of Adam's firſt fin cleaves to the human nature 
for ever, or it muſt be taken away by an act of grace. 

2d: By this argument of perſons doing things in the loins 
of their predecefſors,- we have an illuſtration of the cove- 


nant of grace, waich being made with Chrift as the ſecond 


Adam, and with the elect or believers in him, as his ſeed. 
When he fulfilled the broken covenant of works, believers 


fulfilled it in him; when he obeyed the precepts, they obeys 
ed in him, Rom. v. 19, when he endured the penalty, they 


= 
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it in lim, Gal. ji. 20; „ When he roſe from the 
Thw they roſe in him; now he fits at the rigbt hand of 
God, in the heavenly places, and they fit in him,” Eph. 
ii. 6. There is certainly nothing of more importance to us, 
than to know which of theſe two covenants we belong unto; 
whether, that of works, or of 3 for as in Adam all di- 
ed, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be alive. 


d. By this of ns, doing things in the loins 
of Abele —— have an Muſtration of a covenant 
of duty, which is a covenant of gratitude, in which cove- 
nants of duty our forefathers for themſelves, and their po- 
terity, did avouch the Lord to be their God, and did engage 
and ſwear, againſt Popery and Prelacy, aid every thing con- 
trary to the word of God, and to the doctrine, worthip, 
diſcipline, and government of the reformed church of Scot- 
2 * bindi ation of theſe covenants we have 

* 07%, fas everal paſſages of ſcripture, unto 
which We fall bore —— at paſſage, recorded in 2 Sam; 
xxi. chap. 2, 1. where we find the oath, that the children of 
Iſrael had ſworn, for the ſafety of the Gibeonites, in the 
days of Jaſhua, binding on them in the days of David; and 
for Saul's breach of it, a famine of three years was inflicted, 
and ſeven of his ſons hanged. 'Theſe covenants our fore- 
fathers entered into, being nothing but a ſuperadded obliga- 
tion, to. what we were previouſly bound, by the word of 


| God, cannot but be binding on us their poſterity. We were 


in their loins, when they entered into theſe covenants, as 
Levi paid tithes in his 13 loins, ſo we in our fathers 
loins, ſwore theſe covenants, the national covenant, and the 
ſolemn league and covenant ;. and fo are binding on us. 
4th. We may enquire, whether the civil magiſtrate is un- 


der a moral obligation to ſupport the true religion? Or, in 


the terms of the Confeſſion of Faith, chap. xxili. paragraph 
3. * Is it the duty of the civil magiſtrate to take order, that 
all blaſphemies and hereſies be ſuppreſſed, all the ordinances 
of God duly adminiſtred ?* &c. 1 

Unto this queſtion we anſwer in the affirmative and for 
the confirmation of the anſwer, iſt, We cite Deut. zvii, 
18, 19, 20.“ When he,” vis. the king, « ſitteth upon the 
« throne of his kingdom, he ſhall write him a copy of this 
cc law,” i e. the law of God, « and he ſhall read therein all 
« the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
a God, t to keep all the Res of this law and theſe ſtatutes, 
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%% do theme“ His Writing and reading were all u 
if he did not reduce to practice what he wrote and read. 
20; We cite Ifaiah xlix. 23. There the Lord ſays, r 

N « Kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and their queens 
thy nurſing mothers.” Kings are nurſing fathers and their 
queens are nurſing mothers to the church of Chriſt, by mak- 
ing laws for the maintenance of. the church of Chriſt. . Con- 
ſtantine the Emperor, in the beginning oi the fourth centu- 
ry, was a nurſing father; and his mother, Helena, an 4 4 


üſh woman, was a nurſing mother to the church of Chrile. | 


Alfred the king of England, in the ninth century, was a 
nurſing father and his queen was à nurſing mother to the 
church. King Alfred's forces being — by the Danes, 
he retired wy a ſmall caſtle ; and when there, a beggar re- 
queſted alms, the queen informed the king, that they had 
but a ſmall loaf remaining: The king replied, Give the poor 
Chriſtian the half; he who fed five thouſand with five loaves 
and two fiſhes, can make the half ſuſſice for more than our 
neeeſſities. Accordingly this poor man was debe and 
the king's act of charity ſoon recompenſed. 
34, For the confirmation of the anſwer, 21 
vu. chap. from the 11. verſe to the 26. We have 
copy of the letter that king Artaxerxes gave to Fo, * 
prieſt; verſe iſt, Ihe king faid, “I make a decree,” verſe 
23. „ that whatſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, 
let it be done diligently for the houſe of the God of hea- 
« ven;“ and verſe 26, that „ whoſoever will not do the 
« law of thy God, and the law of the king, let judgement 
« be executed upon him ſpeedily,” &c. for which fingular 
mercy Ezra, in verſe 27. « blefſed the Lord God of his fa- 
<< thers, ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
ho hath put ſuch a thing as this into the king's heart to 
e beautify the houſe of the Lord in Jeruſalem,“ If any good 
appear to be in our heart, or in tlie heart of others, we mutt 
* own it was Goc that put it there, and bleſs. him for it; for it 
is he that worketh in us, both to' will and to do that which 
is good, - 

4th- For the Vasen of. the anſwer, we quote 2 
Chron. xiv. chap. verſe 1. Abijal flept with his fathers, 
« and Aſa his ſon reigned in his ſtead.” Vefle 2. 4% Alta did 
„that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his 
« God,” particularly in aboltthing idolatry, for verle 3. 
« he took away the-altars of the ſtrange gods, and the high 
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« places; and brake down the images and "cut N the 


* proves.” Verſe 4. He « commanded Judah to feek the 


Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the com- 


% mandment.“ Verſe 11. 4 He cried unto the Lord his God 
« for help, faying, O Lord our God, help us againſt,” viz. 


a formidable army of Ethiopians, that envaded them; and 


* 


the Lord finote the Exhiopians, Sec. chap. xv. 9. He ga- 


3 all Judah and Benjamin, and the ſtrangers with 
em; Kc. Verſe 12. They entered into a covenant to 


= Mgr Lord God of their fathers, with all their heart.” 


Verſe 14. «they ſware unto the Lord with a loud voice.” 
Verſe 16. The queen, mother of Aſa, he depoſed for idola- 
try, and her idol he deſtroyed. All. theſe deeds of the 
king were good and right in the eyes of the Lord. The 
King aimed at pfaifing the Lord his God in theſe actions. 
Happy they that walk by this rule, not doing that which is 
right in their own eyes, or in the £708 hu the world, but 
what is fo in God's eyes. 

Fth: For the confirmation of chis third a of the 
xxiii. Thap. of the Confeſſion of Faith, we quote 2 Chron. 
xvii. chap. verſe 1. It is ſaid « Jehoſaphar his ſon,” i. e. the 


ſon of Aſa, © reigned in his ſtead.” In the 3d and th. verſes 


we have his perſonal piety; © The Lord was with Jehoſaphat, 
& becauſe he walked in the firſt ways of David his father, 


and ſought not into Baalim; but ſouglit unto the Lord 


« God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and 
« not after the doings of Ifracl.” In verſes 6, 7: 8, and g. 
we have the courſe he took to promote religion in his king- 
dom; «© he took away the high places and groves out of Ju- 


_* dah. Alſo in the third year of his reign, he ſent to his 


« princes, to five of them, to teach in the cities of Judah; 

« and with them he ſent nine Levites, and with them two 
«prieſts z and they taught in Judah, and had the book of the 
« law of the Lord with them, and went about throughour 
« all the cities, and taught the people.“ It is. faid they 
« had the book of the law of the Lord with them,” that 
from” thence they might fetch all the inſtructions they gave 
to the people, and not reach for doCtriges the n 2 
ments of men. Itinerant preachers and ordained paſtors,' 
when they go to teach the people, ſhould have their Bible, 


the book of God whicli he hath wrote about himſelf with 


th m. 
Sth, For the farther confirmation. of the anſwer, we cite 
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2 Kings xviif. 3, 4. „ Hezekiah, king of Judah, did that 
« which was Tight in the fight of the Lord; he ren, ovẽ,jꝶẽn 
« the high places and brake the images, and cut down the 
cc ores and brake in pieces the brazen ſerpent, that Mo- 
« ſes had made; for unto thoſe aſt the children of Iſrael 
« did burn incenſe to it, and he called it Nehbufhlan,” 5. , 
a piece of braſs. This ſerpent, howſoever, formerly uſed 


by God's command, as a fign of grace, being now abuſed to 


idolatry, he, the king, broke it to pieces, i. e. as biſhop Pa- 
trick expounds it, 8 it to - der, which he _ 
in the air, that no fragments of it might remain. Good 
things, when idolized, are better parted with than kept; 
" 1 ſhall ſay, What have it's do any more, with 
6 eie , B 
7th. For the forefaid purpoſe, we quote 2 Chron. xxxiv. 

2. „ Joſiah the king did that which was right in the ſight 
« of the Lord; and conſequently he did right in gather- 
ing together all the elders of Judah and Jeruſalem, verſe 
29. te did right in reading the book of the law of the 
Lord in the ears of the prieſts and the Levites, and all the 
eople, verſe 30. He did right in making a covenant be- 
ore the Lord, to walk after . Lord and to keep his com- 
mandments, verſe 31. He did right in ſetting the prieſts 
in their charges, and in encouraging the ſervice of the houſe 
of the Lord, and in exhorting the Levites to diſcharge their 


office « Serve now the Lord your God, and his people 


«« Iſrael,“ Chap. xxxv. 2, 3. If miniſters are remiſs and in- 
different, it is not amiſs for any, but moſt proper for magi- 
ſtrates, to ſtir them up to ti eir buſineſs: Col. iv. 17. « Say, 
« to Archippus, Lake heed to thy miniſtry.” | 

In the lait clauſe of that paragraph, it is ſaid, For the 
better effecting whereof, he hath power to call ſynods, to 


de preſent at them, and to provide that whatſoever is tranſ- 


acted in them, be according to the mind of God. | 

For the proof of this laſt clauſe, the A ſſembly quotes 
2 Chron xix. 8, 9, 10. and 11 verſes. « Moreover, in Je- 
« ruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the prieſts, and of the Le- 
« vites, and of the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, for the 
« judgment of the Lord, and for controverſies: And he 
« charged them, ſaying, 1 hus ſhall ye do in the fear of the 
« Lord faithfully, an with a perfect heart” Whether 
theſe perſons made up one court, named the Sanh. drim ; 
or there were two diſtinct courts, the one eccleGaſtical, con- 
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r prieſts and Levites: the other civil, confiſting of 
ief of the fathers of Iſrael. The eccleſiaſtical for the 
judgment of the Lord, i. e. for ſacred matters con 
the laws, the worthip and ſervice of God. 'The civil, for 
controverhes, i. e. for matters of difference, either. betwixt 
the king and his fubjects, or betwixt ſubject and ſubject. 
This interpretation' is grounded upon the 11th verſe; . Be- 
« hold Amariah the chief prieſt, is over you, in all matters 
« of the Lord, and Zebadiah, the ruler of the houſe of Ju- 
« dah, fot all the king's matters.” In the gth verſe, he 
ed them, ſaying, Thus (hall ye do in the fear of 
the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect heart, g. d. paſs 
ſuch ſentences in your reſpeCtive courts, as your conſcien- 
ces, upon hearing the parties, ſhall jndge to be juſt, and not 
acting againſt your conſciences for - carnal mouves, as cor- 
rupt Judges do. 

Further, For the proof of this laſt clauſe, the Aſſembly 
cites 2 Chron. chap. xxiz. 3d verſe: « Hezekiah the king, 
« in the firſt year of His reign, in the firſt month, opened 
«« the doors of the houſe of the Lord, and repaired them.” 
The brit" thing he did, was to open the doors of the houſe 
of the Lord, which Ahaz, his father, had ſhut up, 2 Chron- 
xxviil, xxiv. Verſe 4. He brought in the prieſts and the Le- 
vites, and gathered them together into the eaſt {treet, which 
caſt ſtreet was before the eaſtern gate of the temple. Verſe 
5 He faid unto them, © Hear me, ye Levites, ſanétify now 
« yourſelves, and ſanctify the houſe of the Lord God of 
your fathers, and carry forth the filthineſs out of the ho- 
« ly place,” 4. d. carry forth that filthy altar, which Ahaz 
had put in the place of God's altar, 2 Kings xvi. 11. and the 
idols or other polluting things which were there. We do 
not tind the prieſts and the Levites addreſſing themſelves to 
him, for the reſtoring of the temple ſervice, but he called 
upon them, He did not make it his firlt buſineſs to revive 
the civil intereſts of his kingdom, but to reſtore religion to 
its good poſture again; to its former purity, as in the days 
of David. "hoſe that begin with God, begin at the right 
end of their work, and it will proſper accordingly. 

Moreover, for the proof of this laſt clauſe, the Aſſembly. 
quote Matth. ii. 4, 5. When Herod the king had gather- 
ed all the chief prieſts and fcribes of the people together, 
« he demanded of them where Chriſt ſhould be born; 
% and they ſaid unto him, in Bethlehem of Judah; for thus 
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« it is Written by the prophet,“ vi. Micah, chap. v. 2. 

The chief prieſts were e. by office, and tlie ſcribes 
made it heir buſineſs to — the. law; and Herod, that 


he might be the better ſatis calleth a ſynod, conveneth 
all the chief priefts and ſcribes,. and demanded of them what 


was the place, according to the propheſies and irs, | 


the Old 'Ceſtament, where Chriſt was to be born ? 
queſtion was put by Herod with an ill deſign. 
From what hath been ſaid, we infer, that the Chriſtian 
magiſtrate cannot, nor ought to be excluded, from all care 
about religion or ſacred things. This may be'evinced from 
the Divine mandate, Deut. xvii. 18. It Mal be when he,“ 


viz the king, „ ſitteth upon the throne of his kin dom, | 


« that he ſhall write him a copy of this law in a book, out 
« of that which is before the prieſts the Levites.“ This 
mandate was repeated to Joſhua, chap. i. 8. And at the 
coronation of 'Jvaſh, Jehoidah gave him the . 
2 Kings xi. 12. 

- 24. From Dieine promiſes, ſuch as thas, Ib. K. 10 
The ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, and their 
« kings ſhall miniſter unto thee. Yea,” Pfal Ixxii. 11. 

« kings ſhall fall down before him. and all nations ſhall 
« ſerve him.” 

- 3d. This may be 3 from che titles given in ſerip- 
ture to magiſtrates : they are called Gods, Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. 

becauſe they bear the character of God's power; and they 
ought ſo to carry as to be his vicegerents, by promoting his 
glory above all things. 

They are called Shepherds, Iſa. xliv. 28. In chat place, 
of Cyrus, the Lord ſays, „He is my ſhepherd, oy {hall 
« perform all my pleaſure ; even ſaying to Jeruſalem, 
« {hou ſhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation 
« thall be laid.” Chriſtian magiſtrates may be called ſhep- 
herds, not only becauſe they feed the belly, but chiefly be- 
cauſe they ought to be ſolicitous about the ſalvation of their 
ſubjects, by taking care that their ſubjects be brought to the 
_ faving paſture ot Gods word, They are called Fathers, 

Sam. xxiv. 11. becauſe they ought to be tender and to 
have a care of their ſubjects, as —— of their children. 

Here an enquiry muſt be made, If there be any ſpiritual 
power competent to the church, diſtinct from political pow- 
er; and what is the nature of that power? 

That ſpiritual power is competent to the chureh, diſtinct 
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from the political power of the State, appears, iſt, From 


the keys of the kingdom of heaven being given, not to the 
magiſtrates of the State, but to the — — the paſtors of 
the church, viz. the power of ſhutting and opening heavens 
of binding and looſing ſinners ; of retaining and remitting 
fins: Matth. xviii. 18. Whatſoever ye hall bind on earth, 
« ſhall be bound in heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe 
« on. earth; ſhall be looſed in heaven. John xx, 23. He 
« ſaith unto them,” viz. the diſciples, « Whoſe ſoeyer fins 


60 7 remit they are remitted unto them; and whoſe ſoever 
n 


« ſins ye retain, they are retained.” Although the uſe of 
the keys may be extended tg the preaching of the word, yet 


it is not to be limited to this, but to be extended alſo to the 


diſcipline which Chriſt hath inſtituted in his church, and 
which ought not to be exercifed by each paſtor ſingly, but 


conjunctly, by the whole preibytery or ſynod- 


rom the titles of the paſtors of the church, which de- 
note this power, as elders that rule well, 1 Tim. v. 17. as 
fathers over you, and admoniſh you, 1 Theſſ. v. 12. as bi- 
ſhops, parochial biſhops, Phil. i. 1. as ſtewards of the myſ- 
teries of God x. e. of the ſacraments, 1 Cor. iv. 1. all 


which titles include ſome power and authority N have 


over the people committed to their charge; and this power 
the Lord gives them for edification, not for de Y 


2 Cor: x. and 8, 2 Cor, xiii. and 10. 


3d. Church power differs from State power as to origin. 


State power is from God the Creator, the ſupreme ruler. of 


the world; but church power is from Chriſt the Mediator, 
the ſupreme head of the church. The miniſters of the 
church are ſent by Chriſt, and act in his name, John xx. 
21. % As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you.“ ä 
4th. Church power differs from State power, as to the 
fleflor of it. Seat ate power can be poſſeſſed by Heathens, 
ſtrangers from the covenant of grace; but got church 
powers that may be exerciſed by a worn but-not church 
wer, 1 Tim. ii. 12. 
- $th, Political power imports bine Lake xxii. 25. 
The kings of the Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them.“ 
Magiftrates have a power to make laws tor governing their 
kingdoms; and when neceſſity requires, a power of altering 


them, but church power doth not import dominion, 2 Cor. 


i. 24 % Not that we have dominion over your faith.“ Church 


power is only miniſterial. Biſhops are net lords but winiſters, 
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1 Cor. ix. 1. they cannot make laws to the church · Chit 
is the one law-giver, James iv. 12. whoſe laws cannot be 
changed by his miniſter. Their duty is to explain and ap- 


ply his laws. ' yr $287 


' 6th; Church power is not exerciſed by carnal weapons 3 
as guns, piſtols and ſwords of ſteel 3 but by ſpiritual wea- 
pons 3 as the ſword. of the H5pirit ; which is the-word of God, 


2 Cor. 1 4. The weapons of our warfare are not carpal, 
e but mighty through God.“ 6 > ah 


Caution. Although the migiſtrate's and church power 


de diſtin}, yet the magittrate's power ciren ſuera, doth not, 
ad ought not to abrogate church power; becauſe; althougli 

they may ſometimes be converſant about the ſame thing, ma- 
terially conſidered, yet it is not the ſame thing formally 
viewed. The magiſtrate's power is external, reſpecting only 
the outward man; but the paſtor's power is internal. re- 
ſpecting the inner man, the conſcience; that power is cor- 
poreal; this power is ſpiritual; the word of God, accom- ' 


panied with the almighty power of the Spirit of God, pulls 


| down the ſtrong holds of the devil, in the hearts of men, 


and brings into enptivity every thought to the obedience of 


Wie would now clear up two or three articles in the Con- 


feſſion of Faith, which tame are dark and doubtful. The 
firſt we mention is part of the qth article of chap, xxiii. z 
which is laid down in. theſe term, © infidelity or difference 
in religion doth not make void the magiſtrate's juſt and legal 
authority, nor free the pcoptetfrom their due obedience to 


them. ; rg 11 
iſt. This article is grounded upon 1 Pet. ii. 13. where 


we are commanded to ſubmit ourſelves to every ordinance 
of man, namely in all that is commanded us, if not con- 


trary to God and his command; otherwiſe, according to 


Acts vi. 19. it is better to obey God than man.“ And it is 


laid, „for the Lord's fake,” i. e. becauſe it is God's will to | 


govern us by them, 


24. This article is founded upon, Rom. 251 * * 


Chriſtians that were at Rome, are commanded by the apoſtle 


to lubject themſelves to the higher powers; and that with- 
out exception; and even to that Heathen the Roman em- 


peror. (3.) This article is confirmed by Acts xxv. 10, 4. 


where, when Paul was purſued for his life, and charged 
with matters criminal, he appealed unto Cefar. (4.) This 


„ ORR 
article is proven by Matth. zxii. 21» there Chriſt ſays, 
« Render unto Ceſar the things that arg Ceſar's, and unto 


God the things that are God's.“ Chriſt himſelf payed tri- 
bute to Ceſar; though he was free ; being both the Son of 


God by nature, and the ſon of David by bit. 
Another article we mention, is the 2d. article of the 3ſt. 
chapter of the Confeſſion of Faith, which is laid down in 
theſe terms: As magiſtrates may lawfully call a ſynod of 
© miniſters and other fit perſons, to confult and adviſe 


with, about matters ot religion, ſo if magiſtrates be open 


© enemies to the church, the miniſters of Chriſt of them - 
« ſelves, by virtue of their office ; or they, with other fit per- 


« ſons, upon- delegation from their churches, may meet tage- 


ther in ſuch aſſemblies. In the act of the aſſembi at Edin- 
burgh, Augaſt 27, 1647: approving the Confeſſion of Faith, 


it is declared, that the Aſſembly underſtandeth ſome parts of 
the 2d article of the thirty-firſt chapter, only of kirks not 


ſettled or conſtituted in point of government; and that in 
ſuch kirks, a fynod of miniſters and other fit perſons may 
be called. by the magiſtrates authority and nomination, with- 
out any other call, to conſult and adviſe with, about matt 


ot religion. And if it ſhall happen, that both church and 


ſtate judicatures ſhall make an univerſal defection from the 
purity of doctrine and worſhip, received and acknowledged, 
it is the duty of a king, by virtue of his regal power 
and authority, to ſet about a work of reformation, and to 
call and demand all ranks of people, to return to the true 
worthip and ſervice of God, 2 Chron: xxix. 4 2 Kings xxiii. 
from the 2d. to the gõth verſe. And after the example of 
theſe godly kings, Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian emperor, 
did convocate the firſt Nicene council. Theodoſius the 
elder did call the firſt council of Conſtantinople, and Theo- 
doſius the younger, did call the firſt council of Epheſus. 

In the year 1643, the church of Chriſt, in this iſland; be- 
ing in a broken ſtate, the Lords and Commons of England 
gig call an aſſembly of learned, godly, and judicious divines, 


to meet- at Weſtminſter; and each member of that aflembly 


did vow, in the preſence of God, to maintain nothing in 

point of doctrine, but what he believed to be molt agreeable 

to the word of God; nor, in point of diſcipline, but what 

may. make moit for God's glory, and the peace and good of 

this church, When that aſſembly was ſitting at Weſtmin- 

ſter, the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, did 
, 5 4 ' - : 
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ſend ſome godly and learned of this kirk to the kingdom of 
England, to prapofte, conſult, treat and conclude with that 
aſſembly, in all watters which may further the union of this 
Hand, in oneform'of kirk government, one Confeſſion of 
faith, one catechiſm, aid one directory for the public wor- 
17 7 U - Accordingly we are in paſſe ſſion of that form 
of Prethyterial church government, and form of ordination 
of miniſters, agreed upon by that ne; in poſſeſſion of 
that directory for the public worſhip of God; we are in 
poſſt Mon of that Confefion of faith, agreed upon by that 
_ *#ſſembly;z} and we are in poſſefſion of the Larger and 
Shorter, Catechiſms, agreed upon by that aſſembly : all and 
each of theſe things were agreed upon as parts of the Co- 
venanted uniformity in religion, betwixt the churches of 
On in the three kingdoms of Scotland, England, and 
retand. | n 2 7 
We conclude with that exheottativn, recorded in Pfal. evii. 
1. & O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his 
« mercy endureth for ever. The Lord is good in giving 
us goſpel miniſters and Chriſtian magiſtrates. The one 
cannot ſay to the other, I have no need of you, for God's 
\ Tſrael have need of both. Bleſſed be God for goſpel mini- 
ſters and Chriſtian magiſtrates. What a great deal of good 
may, and with the bleſſing of God, will be done when 
princes with their powet, and goſpel miniſters with their 
cripture learuing, agree to teach the people the knowledge 
of Cod and their duty In Exod. xvii. chapter, from the 
$th verſe to the cloſe, we read how church and State unit- 
ed againſt Amalek. For ſetting this paſſage in its true light, 
we make the following remarks: | 
Remark 1ft, While the Ifraelites were in the valley with 
Toſhua, their general, Moſes, was on the top of the hill 
with the rod'ot God in his hand, which he held up as a 
banner to encourage the Tſrachres in the battle with Ama- 
lek ; and which he held up by way of appeal to God, the 
battle being the Lord's battle. Kb We 
Remark 2d, Moſes was king in Jeſhurun, as we read in 
Deut. xxxiil. 5. Aaron was the prieſt of the Lord, and 
Hur was a prince of the tribe of Judah. ine 
Remark 3d, Wl.en Moſes hands became heavy and rea- 
dy to fall down, Aaron and Eur being with him, they touk 
a ſtone and he fat upon it, and they ſtayed up his hands, 
the one upon the one Hang, and the other upen the other 


* 


Hand, until the going down of the ſun; agd until Joſhus 
diſcomfited Amalek and his People with the edge af the 
ſword. Indeed, in John zviii., 36, Jeſus ſays, « My king- 
« dom is not of this world” But in Rev, xi, If. we read, 
« The ſeventh angel founded, and there were great yoices 
« in heaven, ſaying, The kingdoms. of this world are be- 
« come the kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, and he 
« ſhall reign foreyer, and ever.“ Under the ſounding of 
the ſeventh trumpet by the ſeventh angel, the laſt and the 
moſt glorious æra of the church upon earth, mall take place, 
„ The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
« our Lord and his Chriſt,” i e. ſay ſome, kingdoms in 
their civil and political character, do enter, and ape. receiv- 
ed into the kingdom of our Lord and of his, Chriſt. Or, 
as others ſay, ſuch nations as formerly did not acknowledge 
the only living and true God, ſhall, now be converted and 
ſubmit to him, They are faid to become the Lord's and 
his Chriſt's ; they were his by creation, but were not of his 
church, nor did acknowledge his Chriſt, as head. Now 
they become the Lord's by ſpecial. intereſt, acknowledging 
him as their Lord, and they become his, Chriſt's, by the 
profeſſion of faith in him, as the mediator between God 
and them, and he ſhall reign for ever Even under Anti- 
chriſt's height of tyranng, Chriſt had a kingdom; but this 
reigning relateth to his Füßen viſibly in the world, with - 
out ſuch an univerſal ecliple by Antichriſt, or by any other: 
Of « His kingdom there thall be no end.” And fur tais, 
«+ Twenty-four elders give thanks, ſaying, (as in yerle. 17) 
“ We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, whic 
* art and waſt, and art to come, becauſe thou haſt taken to 
« thee thy great power and halt reigned, Now unto. him 
« be glory in the church by Jeſys Chriſt, throughout all 
.« ages, world without end.” Auen. 3 
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APPENDIX: 


THE authority of the Old 'Zeſtament holds now as well 
as then in all things; except in the ceremonial law, and 
| C 2 
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fome precepts in thegudicial lawy both which laws had their 
' accompliſhment in Chriſt, who is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth. In John v. 39. 
Jeſus ſays,. « foxrch the 1 i. e. the Old Teſtament 
ſeriptures; 4 for in them ye have eternal life, and 
cc they are they which 2 of rand And To what arguments 
are draum from theſe ſcriptures, for the binding obligation 
of our covenants, are as divine as theſe-drawn from the New 
- Teſtament, from which we may for that purpoſe quote, 
1. That paſſage recorded in Matth. v. 33 There Jeſus 
fays, * Ye have heard that it bath been faid by them of old 
« time, thou ſhall not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhall perform un- 
« to the Lord thine oath.” Moſes in Numb. xxx. chap. and 
24. verſe ſays If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or ſwear 
« an oath to bind his ſoul with a bond, he ſhall not break his 
« word.” He ſhall do according to all that proceedeth out of 
his mouth, which may be meant of theſe promiles, to which 
God is a party. Vows made to God muſt be punctuall ally 
paid, Ectl. v. 4. « When thou voweſt a'vow unto the Lord, 3 
« defer not to pay it,” &c. | 
2. For that purpole ſome cite that paſſage recorded, 2 
* . 5+ They viz. the churches of Macedonia, *« firſt 
e their ownlelyes to the Lord, and to us,” viz. Paul 
and 'Timothy,'« by the will of God.” This good work, theſe 
churches performed in a right method : Firſt, 'They, in a co- 
venant of gratitude, gave themſelves to the Lord; and 
then they gave unto us th cher contribution, to be diſpoled of 
. by the will of God, They ſolemnly, jointly, and unani- 
mouſly, made a freſh ſurrender of themſelves, and all they 
had, unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
3. For that purpoſe we quote, Gal. in. 1 N Brethren, I 
« ſpeak after the manner of men, though it he but a man's 
« covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man difannulleth or 
s addeth thereunto,” g. d. though a covenant be made only 
between man and nian, yet if it be confirmed by oath, or 
other uſual ways of confirmation, neither of the parties can 
juſtly make that covenant void, nor add any clauſe thereun- 
to, deſtructive of the former. So our covenants of duty 
with God, ge confirmed by by our __ be diſan- 
nulled by us without perjury ; which is a ſin condemned by 
the Dale of nature, as a complication of impiety towards 


4. Devoting ourſelves to the Lord in a covenant of duty, 


1 


— f retigie wority, athbl 15 us rote” 


firſt and third commandments of the moral Wy and fo not 
2 thing indifferent to do or not to do it ar our pleaſure: In 
Eecl. v. 4. the Lord, by Solomon, ſpeaks by a precept, and 
by a direction, faying, « When thou voweſt a vow unto God, 
« defer not to pay it.“ Perform it while the ſenſe of thine 
obligation is freth, and ſtrong upon thee, left delays end in 
denials, or in a reſolution of non-performance, And plead. 


the promiſe made to the Egyptians, Ifa, x 2r. "The 


«Egyptians ſhall know the Lord in that day, Yea, they” ſhall 
vo. a vow unto the Lord, and perform it. | 
2 Jer. iv. 2, the Lord by that prophet ſpeaks by a'pre- 
and by a promiſe, ſaying, “ Thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord 
bs: veth, in truth, in judgement, and in righteouſneſs. And 
« the nations ſhall bleſs themſelves in him, and in him ſhall 
« they glory.” Betore their converſion, their idols were their 
truſt 2 their glory, but when turned from darkneis to 
light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, “ they glory 
« only in the Lord,” 1 Cor i. 28, 2y, 39, 31. | 
In Tfaiah xlv. 23. The Lord ſpeaking by a promiſe, and 
by an oath ſays, tor the comfort of all that by faith look to 
the Saviour, “I have ſworn by myſelf, and God can ſwear” 
by no greater,” Heb. vi. 13 The word is gone out of 
* my mouth in 7 and ſhall not return,“ viz. 
unto me void, or without effect; as in Ifa. Iv, 11, that 


- « unto me every knee ſhall bow,” in humble adorations 


and addreſſes, in a cheerful obedience to his commands, fub- 


miſſion to his diſpoſals, and compliance with his will in both. 


And unto me, he fays '« ſhalt every tongue ſwear.” 7 e. they 
ſhall bind themſelves by an oath of allegiance anto hint. 

« Unto me ſhall every tongue ſwear, the kingdoms. of this 
world, ſhall become the kingdoms 'of our Lord and of his 


Chriſt, We may conctude' this paragraph with the dying 
words of Mr. Guthrie to the people, when he was upon the 
- ſcaffold ; after the cloth was upon his face, he flipped it up 


again, and with a loud voice cried t& the people, The COve- | 
nants the covenants, ſhall be Scotland's reviving. 
Exhortation as in Pfalm Ixii. 8. “ Truſt in him” i e. in 
God, at all times, ye people pour out your heart before him: 
Truſt in God's promiſes and pour out your hearts for the 
performing of them. Truſt in the Lord and pray for his 
performing that promiſe Iſa. xliv. 3. „I wilt pour my Spi- 
Mt ri upon thy ſeed, and my bleſling upon thine peine 


* 


Verſe 4 ee up as among the Gy as wile 
« lows by the water ae z, e. tne ſeed and of ng of 
the church, ſhall Er grow as faſt .“ as wi 

« the water courles,” Verſe * x 7 One ſhall fay I am m te 
Lord's ;“ il. e. they ſhall. ſay it one, one n one for 


himſelf, ſhall ſav, I am his ay: his wholly; and his f orever, 
« Another ſhall call himſelf by the name 071 . „and anus 


« ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and ſur- 
«© name himſelf by the name of Iſrael, ” This. implies t 
ye have given up with your own name, and all your ſe 

_ righteouſneſs and ſelf-confidence, and that ye have given up 
your name, to be fwallowed up in the name of Chriſt, who 
is God's Iſrael, in whom he will be ed. As perſonal, 
ſo national covenanting is promiſed, Zech. ii,.chap. and 11th. 


verſe. + Many nations ſhall be joined to the Lord in 


that day, and ſhall be my people.” In the day of the 
Lord's pouring out his Spirit, many vations ſhall be Joined to 
the Lord, viz. by his Spirit. 'The Lord and the nations ſhall 
be one Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. © And ſhall be God's geaple,” i. 
e. ſhall be God's covenant people, as dear to God as ever Iſrael 
had been. This promiſe had its begun accompliſhment in Scot- 
iſh, Engliſh, and Irith nations, in their ſurrgncering them- 
ſelves Y the Lord, and ſwearing 99 to Zion's King, 
in our covenants national and ſolemn le Q let us pray 
for à more extenſive accompliſhment Wk this promiſe, at 
many heathen nations may be joined to the Lord. 
Magiſtracy is either a curſe ora bleſſing, if it = - 
the execution of the threatening, of the covenant of . 
tis a curſe, but it it be the pertorming of a promiſe, of the 
eovenant of grace, tis a  blefling, Perhaps it may not be out 


of purpoſc, to enquire in what ſenſe Chriſt died for all? In 


anſwer, divines diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſuffigiency, and effi- 
ciency of his death; with regard to the firſt, it is ſufficient, 
for the redemption of every man; with regard to the effica- 
cy of his death, as every man is benefited by the death of 
_  Chrilt, fo far Chriſt died for him, but theſe benefits are not 
of one kind, ſome are common to every man, all the earth- 
ly bleflings which unbelievers enjoy, are the fruits of his 
death; being the fulfillment of that promiſe, Gen. viii. 22. 
Other benefits belong to the members of the viſible church, 
and are common to all thoſe who live under the goſpel; in 
any gifts ſuch may receive from Chriſt, which, thro' their own 
fault, are not ſaving z other benefits are ſaving, ſuch as true 


8 | 
faith, juſtification, adoption, and ſanctifcation, &c. In this 
ſenſe he, arcording to his Father's will, and his own intention, 
only for the elect, his 3 bring them effectually to 
N. and glory. So far as men are benefited by Chriſt, ſo 


* 


Chriſt died for them. 80 far as rulers are not a terror 
to god works, but 19 the evil, they are fruits of Chriſt's 
death, by whom kings reign, and princes decree” juſtice. 

The Father of glory hath put all things under his feet, and 
ve him to be the head over all things, to the church 
 Whith is his body, he hath on his veſture, and on his thigh, 
2 a name written, „ King of kings, and Lord of Iord;.” . 
Some more paſſages of ſcripture relating to the foregoing 
Tubjects : ben eee eee 
The frſt is recorded in 2 Tim. l. 13. There Paul to 
Timothy ſays, „Hold faſt the form of ſound words, which 
thou heard of me, in faith and love, which is in Chriſt 
l\ i"efus” Queſt. What is to be done, when religion is to 
be planted? The anſwer to this we take from Mr Caſe's 
fermon on that text. When religion is to be planted, the 
reachers and profeſſors of it muſt boldly own the name of 
riſt, whatever it coſt ; and whatever proſelytes they gain 
to the faith of Chriſt, they muſt uſe no reſiſtance, but only 
overcome by the blood of the Lauib and the word of their 
teſtimony, not loving their lives to the death, Rev. xii. 11. 
The only weapons they are to uſe are prayers and tears; 
and thus did the Chriſtian religion get up in the face of the 
oppolite world, and prevailed, without any magiſtracy to 
> back it But when religion is already planted, and received 
among a people, and hath * the advantage of law in 
its favour, then it ought to be defended by the magiltrate, | 


4 


as well as other laws, made for the welfare and fafety of | 
that nation ; yea, much more, becauſe if the magiſtrate be | 


— 


the miniſter of God for good, as in Rom. xiii. 4. then he is 


4 


to take care of the chief good, which is religion, as egncern-: / 


ing not only the body, bur alſo the ſouls of the people: and 


therein take example from the holy magiſtrates of the peo- 
ple of the Jews, who were zealous for God in their kind. Fes 
The ſecond paflage is recorded in Rom. xiii 1. Let 
& every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers, for there is 
% no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of 
% God.” Magiſtracy is an ordinance of God, as well as 
the miniſtry. The magiſtracy is an ordinance of Chriſt, as 
God; and the miniſtry is an ordinance of Chriſt, as medi- 
ator ; and fo appointed to be uſeful and helpful to one ano- 
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ther in their reſpectiꝭve ſtations, as in Rev. xii, 10. it is ſaid, 
4 the earth helped the woman,” Y 
The third paſſage is recorded in Eph. i. 22, 23. „ The 
* Father gave him to be head over all things to the church, 
« which is his body,“ Sc. He was appointed to rule not 
only over his willing ſabjeCts, but in the midſt of his ene- 
mies; Pſal. cx, 2, In conſequence of the above paſſage, 
Mr. Boſton ſays, The management of the wheel of pro- 
vidence throughout the whole world, was put into the hands 
of Zion's King Into the ſame hands that the Father hath 
committed the government of the church, for there is no ex- 
ception, John v. 22, * The Father hath committed all 
« judgment unto the Son ” Matth. xxviti. 18.“ All pow» 
« er buth of authority and of ability in heaven and in earth, 
« is given him,” and ſo he is Lord of lords, and King of 
4% kings, Rev. xvii. 14. Being veſted with this headſhip 
over the world, he ſets up and pulls down in the world, as 
he ſces mcet, for the good of his church. And of what 
uſe tis headſhip over the world is, may be further learned 
from Iſa. xliii. 14.“ For your ſakes, (namely for the ſake 
« of the church) I ſent unto Babylon, and brought down 
« all their nobles and the Chaldeans.” Verſc 15, I am 
« your King.“ 'Ihus the King and Head of the church 
manageth all things by his providence, as well without as 
within the church, though in a very ditferent manner; be- 
cauſe iu a very ditierent relation as to his own people, and 
to ſtrangers. 
The eighth palſage is recorded in Ezekiel xlii. 10, 
11. Thou ton of man, ſhew the houic to the houte Iſrael ; 
„ ſhew them the form of the houſe,” &c. The Seceſſion 
was ſtated from the corruptions, and not from the principles 
of the church of Scotland. If the old fermv/a be rejected, 
and the new adopted; theſe that reject the old, and adopt 
the new, mult be conſidered and will be called, Sectarians, 
as the Glaſhres, the Bereans, and others. Lo prevent this, 
the Aſſociate preſbyiery at its erection, expreſsly declared 
their adherence to the doctrine, worthip, ditcipline, and go- 
vernment of the church of Scotland: To the Preſbyterian 
form of church government, as the only form of church go- 
vernment, inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus, the only head of 
his body the church. And here I take the liberty to re- 
commend, the peruſal] of a book entitled, Jus divinum, regi- 
minis ecclefraſtici to all my younger brethren, in the mini- 
ſtry. | reren 
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